
Data Sources:  

• 2017 Cook Political Report Partisan Voting Index 

• 2010 United States Census  

• Exportify to download Spotify playlists (taken at 4 PM PDT Sept. 7, 2017)  

• Google Trends to get YouTube search data (taken on Sept. 10, 2017) (YouTube search 

data in the US between 9/10/16 and 9/10/17) 

Google Trends does not indicate a subject’s absolute number of searches; the state with the 

highest proportion of YouTube searches for a subject, out of the state’s total YouTube searches 

for that period, is assigned a score of 100. The remaining states’ scores are relative to the 

highest-ranking state, in terms of its proportion of YouTube searches for that subject compared 

to its total YouTube searches. The sum of an artist’s score indicates how widespread or broad 

their popularity is, not how absolutely popularity in terms of number of searches. 

Methodology: 

• I began by brainstorming some questions that I wanted to ask about the country music 

landscape, including the relationships between country, conservative politics and the 

urban vs rural divide, as well as exploring geographical subgenre preferences.  

• I downloaded all the data I needed as CSVs, cleaned out some of the weird characters 

with Excel, then loaded all the files into a local Postgres database. 

• I explored the data, sorting and looking for some initial observations and trends in SQL, 

as I started to see how I could actually use the data to answer some of the questions I’d 

brainstormed at the beginning. 

• Loading some of the tables I’d created in Postgres into Tableau, I began mapping and 

charting the data, figuring out the best way to display some of the most interesting 

observations and overall conclusions. At this stage, I’d be constantly darting back and 

forth between a stiff concoction of Tableau, SQL, and Excel to try to get everything just 

right.  

• Realizing that Medium doesn’t support embedded Tableau objects, I found Infogram, a 

free and delightfully easy-to-use web tool that let me upload CSVs to create and 

customize the interactive maps and charts in this post.  

Don’t forget to follow me on Twitter! Special thanks to Colby and Karla from General 

Assembly. I began this research as part of my final project for the 10-week Data Analytics 

course I took at General Assembly, and my instructors Colby and Karla encouraged me to 

continue exploring this topic after the course ended to continue developing my data analysis 

skills.  

 

https://cookpolitical.com/introducing-2017-cook-political-report-partisan-voter-index
https://www.census.gov/2010census/data/
https://rawgit.com/watsonbox/exportify/master/exportify.html
https://trends.google.com/trends/
https://infogram.com/
https://twitter.com/C_S_Taylor
https://generalassemb.ly/education/data-analytics
https://generalassemb.ly/education/data-analytics

